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Vision

Traditional Values and Progressive Thinking 
for Quality Learning and Living.

Mission 

To provide a quality educational experience 
in an environment that encourages and 
enables our students to succeed in a 
constantly changing world.
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Welcome to the 2019 edition of our Celebration of  
Excellence Report.

I am delighted to be able to provide you with the 2019  
Celebration of Excellence Report which outlines a  
composite picture of the outstanding achievements of 
our beautiful students throughout the 2019 school year in 
the academic, sporting and cultural arenas of College life. 
Every year our students continue to amaze us with their 
incredible potential and innate desire to improve every 
aspect of their performance.

To commence with, I would like to acknowledge the  
remarkable achievements of our 2018 graduates. Once 
again our graduating seniors have done us extremely proud 
as a College.  33% of the cohort received an OP 1–5 and an 
outstanding 96% of the cohort achieved an OP 1-15. 100% 
of our graduating seniors gained entry into their chosen 
tertiary course. This performance has once again placed 
Sheldon College in the top performing schools in the state 
of Queensland.

2019 has seen our College again produce outstanding 
results in the national tests for Years 3, 5, 7 & 9 under the 
‘National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy’ 
(NAPLAN). In 2019, as in the previous eleven years of this 
national test, Sheldon College produced outstanding mean 
scores compared with both Queensland and Australia.  
Every mean scaled score for Sheldon College across the 
20 results (5 aspects and 4 year levels) was substantially 
above those for Queensland and Australia. On average 
across all 20 scores, Sheldon College with an overall  
mean score of 550 was 46 points better than that for  
Queensland at 504 and 43 points ahead of Australia  
at 507. This success can be attributed to our beautiful 
students and our outstanding academic staff.

However, as you will always hear me say, standardized 
tests are but one measure of a school’s success. They 
should never be used as sole measure of a student’s or 
a school’s performance. There are so many other factors 

that go into making a school an exceptional place for 
children. Good schools have a common focus, high  
expectations, mutual respect between teachers and 
students, a personal learning program for each student, 
authentic performance assessments and in-depth learning. 
But furthermore, they must answer such questions as:

How do students feel about their work, their teachers,  
their school? 

Are the teachers happy to work there? 

Is there mutual respect between the teachers and students?

Can students talk to their teachers about academic and/or 
personal programs? 

Are students proud of their work?

Do they feel safe at school? 

To what degree are parents involved in the school? 

Are they made to feel welcome?

The list of measures is endless. But above all, a nurturing 
environment must be provided for students that epitomizes 
the 3L’s of teaching – Love, Laughter and Learning.

Please take the time to read our Celebration of Excellence 
Report and join with us in celebrating the remarkable 
achievements of our students. We are so fortunate to be 
called to this premier profession of ours. In what other 
profession do you get to touch the hearts, minds and souls 
of literally hundreds of students on a daily basis.  
How blessed are we!

Dr Lyn Bishop OAM

Founder and Principal - CEO

Principal’s Report
Dr Lyn Bishop OAM
BAHons (Psych); MEdAdmin; MEdStud; MBA; PhD(QLD); MAPsS, MACE, FACEL, FAIM, JP(QUAL), AIM Professional 
Manager of the Year 1999, Queensland and Australian Entrepreneur of the Year 2002 (Social, Community, Not For 
Profit Organisation), QUT Outstanding Alumni Award for Faculty of Education 2013
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In what seems like the blink of an eye, another year is 
racing by. Another cohort of year 12 students approaches 
the end of their wonderful experience at Sheldon College 
and for our younger students, the excitement of Christmas 
holidays and anticipation of the next school year awaits.

Since its founding, Dr. Bishop, her Executive and all  
Sheldon College staff have devoted themselves to estab-
lishing traditions of excellence in all aspects of College 
life. Year after year their dedication, persistence and effort 
inspires students to excel in their chosen endeavours. 

With support of parents, teachers and College staff,
a student’s excellence in one or more areas is   
monumentally rewarding, not only for those being  
acknowledged, but also as a matter of great excitement 
 for the whole College community. Whilst the Sheldon 
College Celebration of Excellence is a pinnacle event I wish 
to acknowledge the many other opportunities created by 
College staff throughout the year to acknowledge,  
encourage and celebrate individual and team excellence.

2019 has been an outstanding year of staff and student 
excellence throughout all aspects of College life. Continued 
growth and innovative expansion of the College’s offering, 
coupled with the enthusiastic involvement of grandparents, 
parents, students and staff, continues as the foundation 
for all expressions of excellence at Sheldon College. From 
the official opening of our wonderful and futuristic  
Artscapes building, by the Governor General Sir Peter  
Cosgrove, to the headline awards that will be   
acknowledged at the Celebration of Excellence,  
2019 is a standout year.

It is the over-riding wish and hope of the Sheldon College 
and Foundation Boards of Directors that every student in 
every year has felt the thrill and accomplishment of  
achieving excellence in one or more of the many
opportunities created for them at Sheldon College.   
Whether it be in academia, music, sport, the arts or in 
contribution to the community, every student who is  
recognised in the Celebration of Excellence, or who has 

achieved personal best through 100% effort and  
determination is a credit to themselves, their teachers, 
coaches, mentors and to their families. The Sheldon 
College Boards congratulate the achievement of excellence 
and support the encouragement of students to achieve 
their personal, cohort and college-wide best.

The pursuit of excellence at Sheldon College is  
a commitment to inspire every student to find, awaken 
and express their special talents. Encouraging students 
and providing them with opportunities to be “the best that 
they can be” is integral to the Sheldon College story and in 
support of this the Celebration of Excellence recognises 
outstanding team and individual achievements. 

The Board would like to acknowledge the inspiring  
leadership of Dr Bishop, the outstanding work and  
commitment of her Executive and the dedication of all 
Sheldon College staff. It is a credit to all involved that 
Sheldon College continues to set industry-leading
benchmarks across the curriculum. Love, Laughter  
and Learning are values that define interaction between 
students and staff and establish foundations from which 
inspiration and ambition flourish within our students.  
One needs only look at the examples set by Dr. Bishop and 
the staff of Sheldon College to realise that our students 
benefit from wonderful role models and mentors. 

In conclusion, the Board extends congratulations to all 
who have contributed to the outstanding achievements of 
Sheldon College students and to those students for their 
success. The Board remains driven to maintain excellence 
in governance and to working with College leadership, the 
College Foundation, and the Sheldon College community 
to deliver the best possible educational outcomes for our 
students.

Chris Wigan

Chairperson

Mr Chris Wigan
Chairperson

Sheldon College Chairperson’s Report
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At Sheldon College we understand the importance of 
providing high quality, innovative and engaging learning 
experiences for all of our students – and the programs on 
offer in the Early Years, is where it all begins. Providing 
our children with an exceptional program in the beginning 
stages of their education, ensures that they are given a 
strong platform for their future learning. Teachers from the 
Early Years believe in instilling a strong sense of self by 
encouraging all students to participate as members of the 
wider community, built on the principles and core values of 
Sheldon College. The rich and diverse curriculum on offer 
enables all the educators to cater for the individual needs 
of their students, thus enabling them to attain the  
necessary knowledge, skills and attitudes to become  
active and life-long learners.

Wonderland
Wonderland is a fully accredited long day care centre that 
delivers an interactive play-based program for children 
aged from 15 months to 5 years. Each member of staff 
engages in all aspects of the children’s learning and          
development by encouraging the children to explore and  
investigate, based on their interests and needs. These ‘in 
the moment’ teachable components of our program are 
critical in ensuring that the children become confident and 
capable learners. Our family friendly approach and  
individualised programs, make it an obvious choice for 
parents who are seeking quality childcare.

Kindergarten 
Our Kindergarten program provides inquiry-based  
experiences thereby allowing students to be the drivers of 
their education. Educators provide endless opportunities 
for active and creative engagement, whilst encouraging 
the children to make connections between their culture, 
community and the world. Our parent involvement this year 
has been outstanding. We were fortunate to engage the 
children with a number of ‘hands-on’ experiences with our 
parent body. The staff certainly value the input of parents 
and appreciate their contributions.

Preparatory
Our Preparatory year has had a significant focus on 
developing innovative and engaging programs through the 
integration of an interdisciplinary curriculum consisting 
of the Arts, Science, Mathematics and Engineering. With 
the influence of technology becoming more prevalent, our  
Preparatory children have engaged in a number of  
integrated projects aimed at developing their scientific, 
mathematical and ICT skills. These projects have  
encouraged the children to think creatively, and apply 
logic and reasoning concepts to evaluate their learning. 
Our focus on developing connections within the College 
community has reinforced the value of creating  
supportive, nurturing and creative environments that 
reflect the dynamic learning experiences on offer. Our Prep 
programs encourage children to take educational risks!   
We are confident that our Preparatory children will emerge 
this year as excited, engaged and active learners ready for 
the challenges of Year One!

Mrs Michelle Lurhmann
Director of Early Learning

Early Learning Centre Report
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Special Events: These events aim to celebrate the  
children’s learning, achievements and participation in our 
Early Years programs. This year the children have  
participated in a wide variety of events including dress 
up days, Sports Day, Easter Hat Parades, Circus  
Performances, Fathers’ Camp Out, just to name a few. 
These special events are always thoroughly enjoyed by the 
children and aim to enhance the learning that occurs inside 
the classroom.

Quality education: All the Early Learning programs 
delivered ensure that all children experience quality  
teaching and learning delivered by fully qualified staff.  
The programs have a specific emphasis on inquiry-based 
learning and recognise the importance of preparing  
children for the next step in their educational journey.

Parent Partnerships: Each teacher recognises the 
importance of developing and maintaining relationships 
with our parent community. Parents provide their time, 
expertise and skills to enhance the learning that takes 
place in the classroom. There are many avenues for   
communication including parent evenings, an open-door 
policy, parent teacher conferences, parent roster, parent 
notice boards, parent information programs and  
newsletters.

Links with the College Community: As members of 
our Early Learning family the children are fully immersed in 
the wider College community. Students danced up a storm 
at the Junior College Disco, actively participated in the K-2 
Sports Day, borrowed books from the Junior Resource  
Centre and we invited all of our friends to our Under 8 
Celebrations. We also participated in specialist lessons 
focused on Technology, Music, Drama and Physical Health 
and Education by utilising specialist staff within our  
College community.

Technology: Engaging children appropriately with the 
use of technology is a primary objective in the Early Years. 
Meaningful and engaging learning activities are embedded 
within our program. Collaboration with the specialist  
technology teachers has allowed the children to have 

access to programs that encourage creative thinking  
and endless possibilities to represent their ideas.

Reporting: In addition to our daily interactions with 
parents, we provide two formal parent teacher interviews 
and a formal written report at the end of the year.  
In conjunction with these, there are face to face meetings, 
where teachers discuss student progress as completed in 
their digital portfolios.

Facilities and resources: Children access all the  
College’s facilities. Classrooms are open, bright and          
inviting and showcase student learning. They all have 
access to kitchens and art preparation areas.

Staff: Each classroom has a highly qualified Early  
Childhood Teacher with a full time Teacher Aide. Each 
Teacher carefully crafts lessons that lay the foundations 
for a love of learning. The teaching teams within the Early 
Learning program engage in creative innovative teaching 
practices, and reflect on professional knowledge and 
understandings to create loving and nurturing   
environments for all children.

Specialists: The Kindergarten students eagerly await 
their weekly Physical Education and Music lessons. 
The Preparatory children engage in specialist lessons  
consisting of two Music, one Drama, three Physical
Education and one library lesson. Each week these 
students engage in lessons that are directly taught and 
specifically designed by these specialist teachers.

Professional Development: All the staff in Early  
Learning have participated in a variety of Professional 
Development sessions which have ensured they are being 
kept well abreast of all new initiatives and trends in the 
area of Early Childhood Education. These experiences have 
challenged staff to think about their pedagogy to ensure 
they are delivering ‘cutting edge’ programs.

2019 Highlights
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Years 1 - 6 Academic Report

This year, the expert team of professionals from the  
Primary Academic team, have masterfully planned and 
crafted a learning journey for their students that aims to 
ignite a love of learning. Daily, students are encouraged to 
explore, be curious, harness imagination, think creatively 
and critically and to be problem-solvers when faced with 
new and exciting challenges.   

The Primary Academic Team continuously remain  
cognisant of the rapidly changing landscape of education 
and the world itself. As a team of educators, we are not 
only tasked to educate our students academically, and to 
be skilled in the core literacies and numeracies, but to
develop our students’ strength and composition of  
character. They must be resilient, learn from failure and 
setbacks, be resourceful, flexible and agile. Our Primary 
Academic Team encourages our students to have an open 
mind, be willing to take risks, to have self-belief and grit, to  
try new things and to seize every opportunity.

NAPLAN testing again illustrated the excellent work of 
Sheldon College staff in explicitly addressing the literacy 
and numeracy skills of students. To summarise the data 

provided in the 2019 NAPLAN Report, compiled by Dr 
David Hughes, the outstanding successes of our students 
across Years 3 and 5 are: 

Year 3: 

• 100% of students are above benchmark in Reading, 
Writing, Spelling, Grammar & Punctuation and 
Numeracy. 

• Students produced an outstanding average of 73.9% 
of students in the Upper Two Bands (Bands 5 or 6) 
compared with 46.8% across Queensland. 

Year 5: 

• 100% of students are above benchmark in Reading 
and Numeracy 

• 99.2% of students are above benchmark in Spelling, 
Grammar & Punctuation and Writing. 

• Students produced an excellent average of 50.2% 
of students in the Upper Two Bands (Bands 7 or 8) 
compared with 29.9% across Queensland.



CELEBRATION OF EXCELLENCE REPORT 2019 • SHELDON COLLEGE 9

 
 

Year 1 - Books Alive
In Term 1 the Year One students caught ‘Imaginitis’  
and were taken on adventures via digital sources and  
imaginative play opportunities. They shared these journeys 
in their recount writing. This continued into Term 2 where 
the students were swept up in trying to solve a mystery 
around our precious picture books being taken from our 
classrooms. When they discovered the culprit, Robin Hood, 
they then had to use their understanding and newly learned 
skills of narrative writing to create their own stories and 
illustrations to share with Robin Hood and his Merry Men. 
They then published their books using digital tools to 
become official Authors and Illustrators.  

Year 2 - Uno’s Garden
After reading the text Uno’s Garden and learning about the 
plight of endangered and extinct animals, Year 2 students 
were invited to design and create hybrid animals which 
could live sustainably in Uno’s Garden. Students explored 
 a variety of information sources and analysed the features, 
habitats and life cycles of two animals to then design their 
very own hybrid animal. They even travelled to Yellowstone 
National Park in North America during a Virtual Excursion 
to learn about how animals survive in different habitats. 
Students used their Technology and Engineering skills,
Design Thinking and Makedo construction tools to  
construct the features of their animals. Students then  
created an information report using the Book Creator 
app to teach others about their amazing, extinction-proof 
hybrid animals.

Year 3 - Are we there yet?
Inspired by the travels around Australia depicted in Alison 
Lester’s picture book, Are We There Yet? Year 3 students 
held a travel expo designed to persuade their family and 
friends to visit a destination in Queensland. Students   
researched their chosen destination and selected aspects 
of the place that would be most persuasive for their 
audience. Using a range of persuasive devices, students 
crafted a pitch for their audience. They then utilised green 
screen and recording facilities to produce their own video, 
enticing people to book their next holiday.

 Year 4 - Living Museum
Students investigated the Age of Exploration and  
significant journeys and the effect of this new knowledge 
on the world. Students then shared their learning through 
designing and creating displays for their very own Living 
Museum. Students travelled to the Caboolture Historical 
Village to speak with the curators and be immersed in a 
museum that comes to life. They then applied this learning 
to their own museum displays. Students created a ‘digital 
projection’ of their artefact for their museum using a range 
of new generation tools and technologies including  
holograms, light bottles, virtual reality and   
three-dimensional design construction software.

Year 5 - Poet’s Corner 
Students travelled back in time to the wild and exciting era 
of Australia’s Gold Rush. Learning the lessons of their  
predecessors, they appreciated the true meaning of  
equality, fairness and democracy. This was lived-out in 
a Eureka re-enactment as well as trying their luck on 
the ‘Sheldon Diggings’ where some struck it rich! In true 
diggers fashion, students composed lyrical ballads that not 
only reflected the struggles and social triumphs of the time 
but also demonstrated their ability to communicate with 
literary and poetic devices, combining historical facts with 
creativity, grammar and vocabulary.

Year 6 - The Earth is Changing
Students explored natural disasters and the impact these 
events can have on the Earth’s surface. With the help of 
a visit from the Channel 7 News crew, students  
recognised the need to support people after they  
experienced a destructive natural event. Students jumped 
into action and applied their understandings creatively to 
design a survival shelter. These creations were brought to 
life with the help of three-dimensional design software and 
3D printers. Finally, Year 6 students became movie  
makers with the creation of their own natural disaster   
documentaries. The movies were proudly shared during  
a big-screen movie marathon held in the Linq Theatre. 

2019 Highlights
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Sheldon College has had an outstanding year with respect 
to the academic outcomes and achievements obtained. 
Our students continue to far exceed benchmarks in 
academic performance and achieve the extraordinary in all 
facets of College life.

At Sheldon College, our students are fortunate to be
exposed daily to outstanding pedagogy, cutting-edge 
technology, world-class facilities and brilliant teachers.
Our teachers strive for every student to experience
success, and are uncompromising in the pursuit of each 
individual’s academic potential. We are extremely proud of 
our academic staff for the vital role they play in the  
classroom, but also for the difference they make in the 
lives of children every day.

The key drivers of our Secondary Academic program are 
our Heads of Faculty, who are responsible for the  
development and implementation of the Year 7-12  
curriculum. This team ably supports academic staff and 
students to consistently achieve outstanding results.

The Head of Faculty team is comprised of:

• Brenton Campbell (English and Languages)

• Lisa Dixon (Mathematics Years 9-12)

• Chris Niven (Mathematics Years 7-9)

• Jenni Haywood (Science)

• Catherine Heiner (Humanities)

• Darren Thomas (Health and Physical Education)

• Julianne Moore (The Arts)

• Alex Harrison (Business)

• Vanessa Noonan (Technology)

In addition to the names listed above, Mr Russell  
Bauer was also appointed, to a brand-new role in 2019, as 
Head of Memory and Cognition. This role is responsible for 
executing a program that ensures staff and students (from 
P-12) are exposed to rigourous cognitive training  
programs, as well as learning the critical skills required for 
memorisation. These skills enable all learners to encode 
and recall information using vibrant and imaginative 
imagery, developing not only the user’s short-and-long-term 
memory skills, but also their capacity for expanding their 

working memory. Russell is well-positioned to deliver a 
program of this nature being a former National Memory 
Champion himself. 

2019 has also seen the inauguration of the New QCE 
system across Queensland. As we transition from students 
graduating with an Overall Position (OP), to the New QCE/
ATAR system, we are supremely confident in the  
preparation and implementation of our related academic 
programs. This year, our very last cohort of Year 12s sat 
their QCS test, whilst our Year 11 cohort have been drilled 
and skilled in preparation for their Year 12 External  
Examinations which will take place in Term 4, 2020. 

NAPLAN testing again illustrated the excellent work of 
Sheldon College staff in explicitly addressing the literacy 
and numeracy skills of students. To summarise the data 
provided in the 2019 NAPLAN Report, compiled by Dr David 
Hughes, the outstanding successes across Years 7  
and 9 are:

Year 7:

• 100% of students are above benchmark in Reading, 
Writing, Spelling, Grammar & Punctuation and  
Numeracy.

• Students produced an outstanding average of 44.3% 
of students in the Upper Two Bands (Bands 8 or 9) 
compared with 26.6% across Queensland.

Year 9:

• 100% of students are above benchmark in Reading, 
Spelling, Grammar & Punctuation and Numeracy

• 96.1% of students are above benchmark in Writing.

• Students produced an excellent average of 34.6% 
of students in the Upper Two Bands (Bands 9 or 10) 
compared with 18.5% across Queensland.

At Sheldon College, our academic programs continue  
to unequivocally produce self-directed learners, creative  
thinkers, problem solvers and innovators. We continue   
to focus on cultivating students who are effective  
communicators, collaborators and who are information 
and media literate. Sheldon College students graduate with 
high self-esteem, are skilled in the core literacies and have 
the necessary capabilities to thrive in the 21st Century.

Mr Jarrod Pleass
Director of Academics Secondary, Years 7-12

Years 7 - 12 Academic Report
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• 24 New QCE Subjects were implemented into the 
senior years of study. Student results now contribute 
to the students’ ATAR (Australian Tertiary Admissions 
Rank). 

• The Shining Light Project, which incorporated Year 7 
English and Technology students, raised $1200 for 
their partnered organisation: Pollinate Energy. This 
will provide training for 4 people who will educate over 
325 people on the impact of energy poverty as well as 
provide 28 solar lights to these communities in India 
and Nepal.  

• HPE Week drew mass attention to the importance of 
keeping healthy and remaining physically active.  
Activities included all students from Prep – Year 12.

• The new Maths X program offered students in Years 
7 to 9 the opportunity to participate in a variety of 
mathematical experiences beyond the scope of the 
standard Mathematics curriculum. Students entered 
competitions such as The Maths Olympiad and IMMC 
Challenge. Our Year 7/8 team will progress to the 
State finals after being awarded local champions.

• The new Year 11 Physical Education syllabus invited 
enhanced practical and theoretical integration across 
a variety of learning experiences. Exposure to new 
technology and video analysis tools has promoted 
deeper analysis of personal and team performance.

• Year 9 Geography students created virtual biome 
worlds in Minecraft. Students were able to showcase 
their research of the particular elements of the biome 
to younger students who then used this experience to 
learn more about biomes around the world.

• Year 7 History students created replica artefacts 
similar to those found in Ancient Egypt.

• Year 12 Geography students attended camp at Binna 
Burra to study biodiversity, before the area and  
Eco-Lodge was devasted by fire in September.  

• The Year 10 Robotics team participated in the  
Secondary stream of RoboCup and placed 7th out   
of 58 teams. Students worked extremely hard  

recalibrating and coding their rescue robot in-between 
the five competition rounds. These students used 
JavaScript and were among a few competitors using 
industry-standard code in the competition.

• Four of our very own aspiring women in the field of 
business and technology attended the Cisco Power 
Tech Global Mentoring Initiative - Jessica Childs (Year 
12), Alison Wu (Year 10), Ella Rhodes (Year 11) and 
Caitlin Wehl (Year 11). This Global Mentoring Initiative 
was designed to introduce the girls to different, yet 
exciting opportunities in the areas of ICT, Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) and Robotics, as well as   
Entrepreneurial Learning. Throughout this event, 
students were mentored by Cisco employees, allowing 
for engagement in deep conversations with innovative 
women working in IT.

• Science Week showed the highest student  
participation in recent years, attracting students from 
all year levels. Students participated in a range of 
exciting and innovative activities linked to the theme 
of ‘Destination Moon’, whilst building skills in  
communication, teamwork, problem solving,  
leadership and more. 

• Several Science students received highly acclaimed 
awards, project outcomes and opportunities to attend 
university STEM camps for their achievements in 
external competitions and courses. One such student 
was Lily Wigan, Year 8, who was awarded National 
Champion in the ScienceXart competition for her 
Neon Project.

• Senior Music students received exceptional results  
in classroom subjects, including the highest  
possible achievement, a VHA10, which was achieved 
by Alice Wilson for Music and Richard Bahrett for 
Music Extension.

• Students in combined Arts Curriculum contributed 
directly to the production of internal events including 
Music Extension concerts, Drama Night, Dance Night, 
REEL Awards and Visual Art Exhibitions.

2019 Highlights
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Graduates 2018 – Highlights 

In 2018 92% of students at Sheldon College were OP 
eligible.

We had 98% of our 2018 Year 12 students achieve  
a Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE), 10 students 
achieved OP 1 or 2, 33.3% of the cohort received an OP 
1–5 and an outstanding 96.2% of the cohort achieved an 
OP 1-15. 99.1% of the cohort who applied directly to QTAC 
received a tertiary offer.

College Report

What makes Senior Schooling at Sheldon College 
outstanding?
“Sheldon College provides students with a comfortable 
environment in which to learn, work and grow. Teachers 
encourage and believe in each student on a daily basis.” 
(Corey Truss – Year 12)

“Sheldon College has provided me with the knowledge I 
require to continue my studies as a Senior and is setting 
me up for success. I feel positive this will give me a head 
start when I start tertiary studies.” (Mikayla Hoekwater – 
Year 11) 

“Sheldon College strives to provide a good education and 
prepare students for the years after school. The College 
also provides opportunities for students to succeed at 
what they like best.” (Ian Eilander – Year 11)

“Sheldon College is a good place to be because it has all 
that I need to reach my goal to become a Lawyer. The staff 
are always available to discuss any concerns I have and 
encourage me to reach my goal.” (Madhuri Pillai – Year 12)

We asked our parents and students and they told us that 
the myriad of pathway opportunities and support  
programs provides for the needs of each individual.  
We aim to prepare each student with a seamless transition 
from their schooling years on to the next stage of their 
life’s journey. We do this through many pathway  
opportunities and support programs in the classroom  
and the workplace.

Whether it be the offer of University programs or links 
with Business, Industry, Registered Training Organisations 
and the community or the mentoring, coaching and Work 
Experience programs, Sheldon College students have every 
opportunity to experience ‘Pathways to Success’.

Unique programs offered in 2019 include: 
Sheldon College’s Aviation and Space Academy offers 
a range of programs not seen anywhere else in Australia. 
Our students are provided with unique and innovative 
opportunities to gain credentials and experience real world 
applications in the Aviation and Space Design, Drone and 
Engineering arenas. Through the Academy, students are 
able to enrol in a Certificate III in Aviation (Commercial 
Pilots Licence) and a Certificate III in Aviation (Remote 
Pilot – Visual Line of Sight). Griffith University “After the 
Siren” Sports Excellence Program was offered for Year 12 
elite and developing athletes. In a new initiative for 2019, 
we have created the opportunity for students to develop 
industry standard skills in Business through our alliance 
with Axiom College. Students can complete a Nationally 
Recognised Diploma in Business during Year 11 and Year 
12 as part of the timetabled studies. Sheldon Scholars 
Program provided extension activities for high achieving 
Year 12 students. The operation of the independent study 
centre, The Hub, located in the Senior Schooling office 
provides opportunity for self-directed learning. The Year 
12 Futures Breakfast focuses on Pathways and life after 
Sheldon College and includes advice from Alumni.

Dr David Hughes
Director of Performance Analytics

Performance Analytics
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Opportunities Presented to Students

Individualised Student Pathways to Success Work Experience

Links with Universities, Business and Industry Individualised SetPlan development

TAFE Brisbane and TAFE Queensland SkillsTech TAFE at 
Schools Program  Griffith University– Elite Athletes “After the Siren” Program

School Based Apprenticeships and Traineeships Focus Training Program

Mentoring program Leadership development – Grip Leader Program, National 
Young Leaders Conference

Options afternoon Queensland Core Skills Preparation

Free tutorials Diploma Programs

Guests Speakers – Tertiary Education Centres, Business 
and Industry Certificate Programs

Senior Schooling Coaching Careers Education

Senior School Pathways
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Performance Analytics (continued)

Registered Training Organisations (RTOs)
To provide extra-curricular opportunities for students in Year 11 and Year 12, Senior Schooling has created partnerships 
with Registered Training Organisations in a variety of fields. These partnerships allow the students to gain practical  
hands-on experience, valuable employability skills, credit towards future studies, gain additional qualifications for their 
Queensland Certificate of Education and in some cases gain entry into tertiary study Post Year 12. 

Registered Training Organisation Program Participants

TAFE Queensland (SkillsTech)

Year 10 Trade Taster Program Year 10 Students

TAFE at Schools Program Year 11 and 12 Students

School Based Apprenticeships Year 11 Students

TAFE Brisbane TAFE at Schools Program Year 11 and 12 Students

Sejumi Institute of Further Education School Based Traineeships Year 12 Students

Axiom College
School Based Traineeships Year 11 and 12 Students

Diploma of Business Year 11 and 12 Students

Australian Institute of Advanced 
Studies School Based Traineeships Year 11 and 12 Students

Australian Wings Academy Diploma of Aviation (Commercial Pilot 
Licence) Year 12 Students

Ace Aviation Certificate III in Aviation (Remote Pilot 
– Visual Line of Sight) Year 11 and 12 Students

Australian Child Care Career Options School Based Traineeships Year 11 Students

Ace Tennis Academy School Based Traineeships Year 11 Students

Australian Institute of Advanced 
Studies

School Based Traineeships Year 12 Students

Certificate III in Screen and Media Year 12 Students

FIT College School Based Traineeships Year 11 Students

Work Skills School Based Traineeships Year 11 Students

College of Australian Childhood 
Educators School Based Traineeships Year 12 Students
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 Links with Business and other Organisations 

Links with business, industry and government helps  
raise the College profile and provide opportunities for
our students and forums to showcase outstanding  
achievements. Our alliances for 2019 are acknowledged  
on the Sheldon College website.

Sheldon College Aviation and Space Academy
Sheldon College’s Aviation and Space Academy offers a 
range of programs not seen anywhere else in Australia.

Our students are provided with unique and innovative 
opportunities to gain credentials and experience real world 
applications in the Aviation and Space Design, Drone and 
Engineering arenas.

To ensure that our students receive industry recognised 
credentials, we have strategic partnerships with ACE  
Aviation for the Drone Pilot program, Australian Wings  
Academy for the Aviation Private Pilot course and the
International Space Settlement Design Competition  
organisers in the United States.

Excellence
In 2019, 48 Year 11 and 12 students have been  
acknowledged on our website for their outstanding effort. 
These students are congratulated on their results as the 
standard of work required to achieve excellent results   
in Year 11 and 12 is very high.

Focus Program
The Focus Program was developed to provide a student 
centred, comprehensive program that enables students to 
achieve their potential in terms of the College Goals  
for Students and Student Exit Outcomes. Students acquire 
personal skills, problem solving skills, communication 
skills and application skills through Workshops, Guest 
Speakers and visits throughout the year. The Focus Pro-
gram also provided an extensive QCS Training program to 
prepare Year 12 students for the QCS Test sat in Term 3. 
Year 11 and 12 students have two Focus lessons  
each week.

School Based Apprenticeships and Traineeships 
(SATs)
Students in Years 11 and 12 who choose to engage in a 
School Based Apprenticeship or Traineeship are able to 
gain a Nationally Recognised Qualification as well as a 
Senior Statement and an OP, or ATAR whilst in paid  
part-time employment.

29 of our 2019 Year 11 and 12 students have participated 
in a School Based Apprenticeship or Traineeship. Of these 
29, Sheldon College employs 26, in six different  
industry areas.

Industry Area No. of Students

Business Administration 9

Early Childhood Education 9

Electrotechnology 1

Fitness 1

Information Technology 1

Live Production Theatre and Events 1

Media 5

Plumbing 1

Sports Coaching 1

Total Number: 29

All students who have completed their Traineeship in 2019 
are acknowledged on our website.

Work Education
87 Year 11 students were engaged in Work Experience 
during July 2019, with a further 17 students completing 
Work Experience in September. This incorporated a  
comprehensive induction program and the establishment 
of links with business and industry in accordance with 
current legislation.

Throughout the year, we also had 10 students participate 
in Structured Work Experience for Apprenticeship,  
Traineeship or Nationally Recognised Training   
opportunities.

Sheldon College Senior Schooling aims to facilitate quality 
education programs and enhance partnerships with 
tertiary and other training organisations, business, industry 
and the community in order to provide our Senior students 
with Pathways to Success. We enjoy sharing these  
successes with you.

For further information on our Senior Schooling programs 
and to read our acknowledgements for 2019 please go to 
the Senior Schooling page on the Sheldon College Website 
(www.sheldoncollege.com/senior- schooling).
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In 2019, Sheldon College once again produced outstanding 
results in the national tests for Years 3, 5, 7 & 9 under the 
‘National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy’ 
(NAPLAN).

This set of nationally devised common tests for all  
Australian students in Years 3, 5, 7 & 9 are conducted 
annually (the first being conducted in 2008) to assess 
students in five aspects of literacy and numeracy: Reading, 
Writing, Spelling, Grammar & Punctuation and Numeracy.

Common Scale
The raw scores for student achievement are standardised 
to a common scale for all year levels in order to show each 
student’s progress from one testing period to the next.  
Typically, for each student, the scaled score in any one 
aspect will increase as the student progresses through the 
year levels.  The scaling parameters for each year level are 
devised such that across Australia, for all students in Years 
3, 5, 7 & 9, the average scaled score will centre at  
approximately 500.  Average (mean) scaled scores at Years 
3 & 5 will typically, be lower than 500 and at Years 7 & 9, 
the mean scaled scores will typically, be higher than 500.

Bands
For each aspect, a student’s scaled score is banded on a 
scale from 1 to 10.  Typically, as each student progresses 
through the year levels, the band assignment for each 
aspect will increase by one or two bands on each  
successive test period.  Minimum expectations for all 
Australian students (benchmarks) are defined in terms of 
these bands.  Band ranges and benchmarks for each year 
level are as follows:

Group comparisons
As well as providing valuable information to students and 
their parents at an individual student achievement level, 
the results can be used to track changes from one year to 
the next in each aspect of each year level at school and 
state levels.

A fair picture of a school’s performance can be gleaned 
from analysis of:

• What happens in the middle of a distribution of scaled 
scores (average or mean scaled scores)

• What happens at the top (percentage of students in 
the top two bands possible in their year-level)

• What happens at the bottom (percentage of students 
who reached the national minimum standard).

Mean Standardised Scores (what happens at 
the middle)
In 2019, as in the previous eleven years 2008 to 2018, 
Sheldon College produced outstanding mean scores  
compared with both Queensland and Australia. Every mean 
scaled score for Sheldon College across the 20 results  
(5 aspects and 4 year levels) was substantially above those 
for Queensland and Australia. On average across all 20 
scores, Sheldon College with an overall mean score of 550 
was 46 points better than that for Queensland at 504 and 
43 points ahead of Australia at 507.

In terms of year levels, Sheldon’s best results were in  
Year 3 with Sheldon College producing an average score 
of 472 across the five aspects, an outstanding 56 points 
better than that for Queensland at 417 and 48 points better 
than that for Australia at 424.

In terms of aspects, Grammar & Punctuation and  
Numeracy were Sheldon College’s best performances in 
2019 with average scores across the four year levels being 
56 points ahead of the Queensland mean of 512 for  
Grammar & Punctuation and 48 points superior to
Queensland with an average of 508 for Numeracy.  
Once again, students performed well in Reading in all  
year levels.

Year 3 Bands 1 to 6 Band 2 represents the national 
minimum standard

Year 5 Bands 3 to 8 Band 4 represents the national 
minimum standard

Year 7 Bands 4 to 9 Band 5 represents the national 
minimum standard

Year 9 Bands 5 to 10 Band 6 represents the national 
minimum standard 

Performance Analytics (continued)
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Top Two Bands (what happens at the top)
The two highest national assessment band at each 
year-level shows the number of students who demonstrate 
excellence in the NAPLAN tests. The top two bands for 
each year level are: Bands 5 & 6 (or above) at Year 3, Bands 
7 & 8 (or above) at Year 5, Bands 8 & 9 (or above) at Year 7 
and Bands 9 & 10 (or above) at Year 9.

In the top two bands, Sheldon produced excellent results 
overall with an average across all 20 measures (5 aspects 
and 4 year levels) of 50.7% of students meeting this  
standard compared with 30.4% for students in Queensland.

In terms of year levels, Sheldon’s best comparative results 
were at Year 3 with Sheldon College having an outstanding 
average of 73.9% of students being placed in Bands 5 or 
6 (or better) compared with 46.8% for Queensland Year 3 
students.  All other year levels also produced outstanding 
averages compared with Queensland. Year 5 produced 
an average of 50.2% in Bands 7 or 8 (or better) compared 

with Queensland at 29.9%. Year 7 produced an average of 
44.3% in Bands 8 or 9 compared with 26.6% for  
Queensland. Year 9 produced an average of 34.6% in 
Bands 9 or 10 compared with Queensland at 18.5%.

In terms of the individual tests, compared with Queensland, 
Reading, Spelling, Grammar & Punctuation and Numeracy 
were Sheldon’s best performances at the top end in 2019.  
For Reading, across the four year levels, an average of 
55.8% of Sheldon students were placed in the top two 
bands of the available range, compared with 34.5% for 
Queensland. For Spelling, an average of 51.2% of Sheldon 
students were placed in the top two bands, compared 
with 31.3% for Queensland. In Grammar & Punctuation, an 
average of 59.5% of Sheldon students were placed in the 
top two bands, compared with 35.7% for Queensland. 
In Numeracy, across the four year levels, an average of 
53.1% of Sheldon students were placed in the top two 
bands of the available range, compared with 29.2% for 
Queensland.
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Percentage of Students in the top two bands for each Year level.

Percentage of Students in the top two bands for each Test across all Year Levels

Year 3 Year 5 Year 7 Year 9

Sheldon QLD Australia Sheldon QLD Australia Sheldon QLD Australia Sheldon QLD Australia

Reading 77.0 51.1 52.9 54.5 36.6 37.0 48.4 27.9 29.3 43.4 22.4 20.9

Writing 60.5 47.4 51.0 33.0 14.3 16.9 22.7 14.0 15.3 20.2 10.1 12.5

Spelling 81.4 46.7 48.1 48.4 32.7 33.9 40.7 27.6 30.6 34.1 18.2 21.0

Grammar and 
Punctuation 89.0 53.5 56.5 63.7 38.1 34.1 51.2 31.4 29.1 34.2 19.9 19.0

Numeracy 61.6 35.1 39.8 51.2 27.7 29.1 58.7 32.2 34.2 41.0 21.9 24.4

Average for 
each Year Level 73.9 46.8 49.7 50.2 29.9 30.2 44.3 26.6 27.7 34.6 18.5 19.6

Sheldon Queensland Australia

Reading 55.8 34.5 35.0

Writing 34.1 21.5 23.9

Spelling 51.2 31.3 33.4

Grammar and Punctuation 59.5 35.7 34.7

Numeracy 53.1 29.2 31.9

Performance Analytics (continued)
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Benchmarks (what happens at the bottom)
For each year level, the national minimum standard  
(benchmark) is: Band 2 (or above) for Year 3; Band 4 
(or above) for Year 5; Band 5 (or above) for Year 7 and 
Band 6 (or above) for Year 9.  In 2019, Sheldon College can 
again boast outstanding results in terms of the proportion 
of students meeting or exceeding these set benchmarks.

At Sheldon College, 100% success rate for meeting   
or exceeding the national minimum standards was  
achieved in:

• Reading, Writing, Spelling, Grammar & Punctuation 
and Numeracy in Year 3

• Reading and Numeracy in Year 5

• Reading, Writing, Spelling, Grammar & Punctuation 
and Numeracy in Year 7

• Reading, Spelling, Grammar & Punctuation and  
Numeracy in Year 9

Other outstanding benchmark results include:

• 99.2 % for each of Writing, Spelling and Grammar & 
Punctuation at Year 5

• 96.1% for Writing at Year 9.
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Sheldon vs Queensland

Reading 2019 Sheldon Mean Qld Mean Qld Comparison

Year 3 483 427 substantially higher

Year 5 540 503 higher

Year 7 587 545 substantially higher

Year 9 623 576 substantially higher

Average 558 513 substantially higher

Spelling 2019 Sheldon Mean Qld Mean Qld Comparison

Year 3 475 411 substantially higher

Year 5 525 495 higher

Year 7 575 544 higher

Year 9 613 580 higher

Average 547 508 substantially higher

Grammar & Punctuation 2019 Sheldon Mean Qld Mean Qld Comparison

Year 3 512 433 substantially higher

Year 5 552 498 substantially higher

Year 7 590 542 substantially higher

Year 9 616 573 substantially higher

Average 568 512 substantially higher

Comparing School performances with   
Queensland and Australia
The Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting 
Authority (ACARA) reports annually on the ‘My School’ 
website the comparison between each school’s results 
(mean standardised scores) for each of the twenty 
measures compared with those of ‘All Australian Students’.  
The process used is one that converts the school’s mean 
standardised score to a ‘standard normal score’  
commonly referred to as a ‘Z Score’. This ‘Z Score’ is then 
used to categorise a school’s results as: substantially 
higher, higher, similar, lower or substantially lower than   
the mean standardised score for Australia.

Similarly, the results of each Queensland school can be 
compared with ‘All Queensland Schools’. To be in the 
‘substantially higher’ bracket for say Queensland, a school 
would need to produce a Z Score at least as high as one 
that would be comparable with the 69th percentile  
(approximately) for all Queensland students. Similarly, to 
be in the ‘higher’ bracket, a school would need to produce 
a Z Score at least as high as one that would be
comparable with the 58th percentile (approximately)   
for all Queensland students.

Using these measures, Sheldon College’s ratings for 2019 
compared with Queensland and Australia are illustrated in 
the following tables:

Writing 2019 Sheldon Mean Qld Mean Qld Comparison

Year 3 445 413 higher

Year 5 509 465 substantially higher

Year 7 543 504 substantially higher

Year 9 586 535 substantially higher

Average 521 479 substantially higher

Performance Analytics (continued)
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Sheldon vs Australia

Reading 2019 Sheldon Mean Qld Mean Qld Comparison

Year 3 483 427 substantially higher

Year 5 540 503 higher

Year 7 587 545 substantially higher

Year 9 623 576 substantially higher

Average 558 513 substantially higher

Numeracy 2019 Sheldon Mean Qld Mean Qld Comparison

Year 3 447 399 substantially higher

Year 5 539 493 substantially higher

Year 7 600 550 substantially higher

Year 9 636 589 substantially higher

Average 556 508 substantially higher

Grammar & Punctuation 2019 Sheldon Mean Australian Mean Australian Comparison

Year 3 512 440 substantially higher

Year 5 552 499 substantially higher

Year 7 590 542 substantially higher

Year 9 616 573 substantially higher

Average 568 513 substantially higher

Writing 2019 Sheldon Mean Australian Mean Australian Comparison

Year 3 445 423 higher

Year 5 509 474 substantially higher

Year 7 543 513 higher

Year 9 586 549 higher

Average 521 490 higher

Numeracy 2019 Sheldon Mean Australian Mean Australian Comparison

Year 3 447 408 substantially higher

Year 5 539 496 substantially higher

Year 7 600 554 substantially higher

Year 9 636 592 substantially higher

Average 556 513 substantially higher

Spelling 2019 Sheldon Mean Australian Mean Australian Comparison

Year 3 475 419 substantially higher

Year 5 525 501 higher

Year 7 575 546 higher

Year 9 613 582 higher

Average 547 512 higher

Reading 2019 Sheldon Mean Australian Mean Australian Comparison

Year 3 483 432 substantially higher

Year 5 540 506 higher

Year 7 587 546 substantially higher

Year 9 623 580 substantially higher

Average 558 516 substantially higher
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Welcome to another Celebration of Excellence report and 
the completion of another busy year at Sheldon College. 
The work that goes on behind the scenes of our annual 
COE is enormous, involving many staff and consuming 
hundreds of hours of preparation to ensure the evening 
runs seamlessly, not too drawn-out, but still retaining the 
reverence it deserves as our premier event on the calendar. 
Congratulations to Mr Jarrod Pleass, Mrs Lisa Slender and 
their team of dedicated supporters.

As all significant educational institutions do, this time of 
recognition provides all staff with the opportunity to reflect 
on past performances while simultaneously planning for 
the following year and beyond. With the introduction of 
the ATAR program in 2019 much time has been devoted 
towards re-visiting our Student Exit Outcomes and seeking 
the answers to a number of important questions…

1. Are the Student Exit Outcomes still pertinent today as 
they were when written in 1997?

2. Is the current timetable structure capable of  
supporting the curriculum delivery, particularly with 
the new year 11 and 12 programs?

3. Are the current academic programs, delivered in 
Junior, Middle and Senior Colleges providing a strong 
foundation to allow the students to progress  
confidently from year to year?

With the support of our professional staff these questions 
and others are continually being framed to ensure our 
students are achieving to their individual potential. In order 
for these outcomes to be achieved it takes a collaborative 
effort from all stakeholders… the school, the family and the 
student/s. An additional contributor to the development 
of student success is the collective efforts of the Sheldon 

College Corporate Staff; an amazing group of 
para-professionals who consistently support the Academic 
Staff in all facets of College life. We are eternally grateful 
for this support and acknowledge their contributions.

Each year we continue to add and improve resources and 
facilities for our students and staff. After my many years 
of teaching I’m absolutely amazed at the ability of this 
College and its broader community to selflessly provide for 
the students. Again, my gratitude goes out to all Corporate 
Staff who work far beyond their duty descriptions to ensure 
a safe, engaging and attractive learning environment. 

Rest assured, if your family values align with the College 
values you will not find a better school for your child.

My best wishes to you all as we head towards the  
Christmas break and I look forward to working with  
you, again, in the New Year.

Warm regards, 

John Lord

Mr John Lord
Director of Operations

College Operations Report
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The role of the Student Services Office is to support the 
individual growth and development of each student as they 
prepare to take their place in a dynamic global community.  
As a College we believe that all children need to develop 
the necessary skills so they can successfully function  
within the wider community, as they anticipate life beyond 
the schooling years. We aim to assist children on their 
journey as they develop into well balanced, healthy  
individuals who can function effectively as informed,  
active and engaged members of the community within 
which they live.

The Student Services office at the College supports  
students, parents and staff as we implement a dynamic 
and responsive pastoral care approach that promotes 
positive wellbeing for all students from Kindergarten to 
Year 12. Our staff, along with the Heads of Year work to 
promote the College’s high standards in Dress and  
Appearance, Conduct and Individual Scholarship and 
Work Habits. All students across the 3 sub Colleges are 
encouraged to take pride in themselves and their individual 
achievements. We promote a philosophy of traditional 
values as we teach all students the need for good  
manners, respect for others and themselves, whilst 
accepting responsibility for their actions and decisions   
at all times.

Student Support
Student Services supports the physical, social and  
emotional development of all students. This was achieved 
in 2019 in the following ways:

• Regularly meeting with individual students and groups 
of students to review their academic and social 
progress.

• Meeting with parents to discuss students’ social and 
emotional development and providing strategies to  
enhance the development of their positive social 
skills.

• Providing support and guidance in relation to positive 
behavioural management of students as they develop 
and grow into respectful individuals.

• Assisting students and families in need of support.

• Monitoring student attendance data and student 
movement during the College day.

• Development and implementation of an effective  
pastoral care program for all students across   
the College. 

• Review and implementation of the Education Adjust-
ment Programs for all students with differing needs.

Mrs Lisa Slender
Director of Student Services

Student Services Report
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Parent Support
Sheldon College values the opportunity to work in  
partnership with the parents and families of the College 
community. We believe that if the College can work in  
conjunction with the home, we can work far more  
effectively to achieve the best possible educational  
outcomes for all students.

Staff Support
Support for staff in 2019 has included: assisting staff to 
establish and maintain effective routines and management 
of students, whilst implementing a positive pastoral care 
program that supports the goals of individual students 
across the College. 

Curriculum Support
Student Services supports the delivery of curriculum 
through the development and implementation of our  
Pastoral Care program..

Pastoral Care at Sheldon College ensures our students 
are provided with opportunities to develop their skills in 
areas such as time management and organisation, conflict 
resolution, positive friendship making, effective  
communication, cyber safe practices, relationship  
education and leadership. 

The College camping program this year has continued to 
support the values of the College Pastoral Care program as 
students were given the opportunity to participate in
a range of outdoor and environmental activities whilst  
building positive staff and peer relations. Our students 
again enjoyed these outdoor experiences and the  
camping program continues to provide all students with 
the opportunity to develop their independent living skills  
in a supportive and engaging environment.

We are also excited to announce that we have approx. 60 
students and 9 staff who will be travelling to Vietnam this 
November to represent the College and provide a  
wonderful humanitarian service to communities less  
fortunate than their own.
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“When you start to develop your powers of empathy 
and imagination, the whole world opens up to you.”

The focus of the Community Engagement portfolio for the 
last year has been to explicitly teach our students empathy 
in the context of imaginative thought. Empathy is listening 
with the ears of another, seeing with the eyes of another 
and feeling with the heart of another. This cannot truly 
occur without the use of highly imaginative learning  
contexts. The imagination enables the mind of an  
individual to be more agile and proactive in the use of 
empathy. Without the imagination, empathy can be a 
hollow intellectual exercise that goes nowhere.   
Harnessing the imagination empowers an authentic  
desire to benefit others.

Empathy fuelled by the imagination also brings many  
benefits to the empathic individual him/herself. Social
benefits include increased levels of tolerance and  
acceptance and reduced levels of conflict. Empathy 
promotes high levels of mental health, resulting in personal 
emotional benefits such as greater levels of happiness. 
Thirdly, relationships with teachers and fellow students 
are strengthened, thereby better positioning a student for 
academic success. Furthermore, it allows for deeper  
emotional engagement with content. In combination, these 
two factors lead to increased levels of academic  
achievement. 

The explicit teaching of imagination-fuelled empathy needs 
to occur at four crucial points of the learning cycle ie when:

• the focus needs to come off the self and on to the 
needs of others ie listening to the perspectives of 
others, 

• the students must observe why the need for empathy 
has arisen ie seeing the predicaments of others,

• the desire arises to develop learning projects for moral 
purposes ie feeling the potential improvement for 
others and

• opportunities to reflect on the benefits to the  
recipients and the givers are vital.

Outlined below are just a few examples, from among 
hundreds of possible examples, of these types of learning 
experiences. 

From the Early Years – Captain Bluebeard
The Preparatory children actively assist a Senior  
Citizen who has a need they can relate to – he has lost his 
teddy bear and has had to live a life without comfort and 
emotional support. These compassionate youngsters had 
to navigate the difficulty of helping someone who makes it 
hard to be helped. Heart-warmingly, they persist and
decide to teach him the benefits of using the 4Cs. At a 
tender age, they experience the life lesson that a value is 
not truly a value until it has been tested. 

Mr Rick Samuels
Director of Community Engagement

Community Engagement Report
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From the Junior College – Uno’s Garden
Our Year 2 students enter a portal to view the devastation 
of the original 1945 version of Uno’s Garden to determine, 
through analysis, the reasons why the beautiful hybrid 
creatures became extinct. They approach the task of 
designing new ‘extinction proof’ hybrids with passion and 
enthusiasm not only to allow Uno’s reputation to be  
reassessed but also to make the world a better place for 
future generations.

From the Middle College - Year 5 – Walking with 
Wheelies
The reason this experience was so incredibly successful is 
that the approach was not tokenistic in that children were 
not asked to see or experience the challenge of living with 
mobility limitations through their own lens only and then 
just talk about it. They were actively prepared to witness 
this in the lives of others, obliged to see and listen for  
others and then let the opinion of those with a need shape 
the help they provided. This required patience, courage and 
an emerging level of self-awareness. To hear the  
expressions of appreciations from the recipients of their 
empathy was invaluable.

Community Links to the Senior College 
Two of our Senior College graduates continued to  
complete their small-house style emergency
accommodation for victims of domestic violence by 

renovating a donated shipping container. Their level of 
imagination and depth of care was evident in the  
thoughtful planning in the use of space and resources to 
ensure emotional comfort through physical ease and
aesthetic beauty. Our Year 7 students designed,  
constructed and organised the delivery of solar powered 
reading lamps for children who do not currently benefit 
from the luxury of electricity. Through this ‘Shining Light’ 
project, these teenagers were compelled to be more 
grateful than entitled and nurtured that attitude to develop 
motivation followed by decisive, heartfelt action.

It is important for children and young people to be  
immersed in a culture in which adults display empathy 
that is both heartfelt and imaginative. We see evidence of 
this with the large number of volunteers supporting  
educational outcomes at the College, our Fathers’ 
committee and high levels of attendance at community 
events. Thank you to you all for role modelling the  
behaviours of empathy and for enjoying the benefits of 
doing so. The home and the College in partnership are 
indeed supporting your children, our clients, in their  
endeavours to listen with the ears of others, to see with 
the eyes of others and to feel with the hearts of others.

 
 



28 SHELDON COLLEGE • CELEBRATION OF EXCELLENCE REPORT 2019

Sheldon College’s Australian School of the Arts is known 
for setting benchmarks across all Arts disciplines, with 
extensive on site and Industry training and skill building in 
Dance, Drama, Media, Performance Music, Fine Arts and 
Fashion and Costume Design. 

All five Arts areas are strongly represented amongst 
student choices as subjects to study within their academic 
program and we are again very proud of the superb results 
that our students have achieved.

Correlating with our comprehensive curriculum program, 
the Australian School of the Arts runs a co-curricular  
program second to none, comprising performance 
ensembles and audition-based entry programs across all 
Arts disciplines. In addition to these ensembles, the ASTA 
Academy program provides user pays after hours classes 
in the disciplines of Dance, Drama, Visual Arts and Music 
to all students who are interested in participating in these 
fields. This ensures that the Arts at Sheldon College  
provide magnificent opportunities for our students. 

Mr Darren Harvey
Director of Australian School of the Arts

Australian School of the Arts 
(ASTA) Report
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Dance
Just Dance 2019 has been a six-month project which has 
been made possible through the ongoing support of  
students, parents and staff. A special thank you to the 
Dance staff who work closely with the children each week 
to foster technique, confidence and self-expression.
Without the work of Jenni Zeelie, Taylor Gray, Katie  
Fortnum, Micayla van Wyk, Laura Dower and Bianca  
Thomsen this event would not be special and enjoyable for 
our students. We are very fortunate to have a large  
production team to make our students shine on stage.  
This team includes Michelle Olufson, David Freeman, 
Steven Maxwell and Alastair Tomkins, plus many more  
volunteers and trainees. The students are extremely  
excited to perform and share their love of dance for friends 
and family.   

The Get Dancing Award was initiated in memory of Chloe 
Saunders and her absolute love of dancing. This annual 
award recognises an ASTA Dance Academy student who 
demonstrates a passion and appreciation for all things 
dance, particularly in their weekly lessons and   
performances. This truly special award encapsulates the 
joy, spirit and culture of Dance at Sheldon College. This 
year’s award recipient, Ella Monteret, received a  
personalised trophy and her name will be added to the Get 
Dancing plaque which hangs in the dance rooms alongside 
the names of previous recipients. As a new tradition, the 
Saunders and Claffey families have generously contributed 
to the Charlie Teo Foundation in 2019 to help fight against 
brain cancer. They wish to donate to a different charity 
each year to help those who are facing adversity.
As a College, with the Saunders and Claffey families, 
we are immensely honoured to continue Chloe’s legacy 
through this award.

In Semester 2 our ensembles are working on   
a performance item to be presented at our annual  
Arts Festival in November.

Our Performance Troupes represented the College  
admirably and achieved some outstanding results. 

• QUOTA Beenleigh

• BPAC

• Ipswich Junior Dance Eisteddfod – 3rd Place  
Entertainment; Highly Commended Senior  
Contemporary and Hip Hop

• DanceLife Unite – 1st Place Entertainment  

Drama 
Our Annual Drama Night was a wonderful showcase of 
the acting talent here at Sheldon College. A large audience 
enjoyed a range of Senior Drama syllabus performances as 
well as some improvised scenes from the Theatresports 
players. Students were also able to get feedback from  
Jacqui Somerville who is a Senior Lecturer in Acting at  
Griffith University, and who already works with Sheldon 
College Alumni in the Griffith University Acting course.
The standout performances on the night were Kyla  
Johnson and Danyal Fayad from Year 12, who were also 
chosen as the People’s Choice Award for 2019. Special 
mentions were given to Darcey Robertson (12), Stephanie 
Matthews (12) and Jean-Luc Fuller (12) for their  
performances on the evening.

Our ASTA Drama Academy production groups (featuring 
students in Years 2 to 8) have been hard at work preparing 
for this year’s Art Festival which is scheduled for  
November. This year, Miss Cossettini and the Year 7 and 
8 Musical Theatre group will present Singin’ in the Rain 
Jr. Mrs Zeelie’s Junior Production Group will perform The 
Wind in the Willows. There has also been a lot of  
consistent work from the other Drama Academy groups 
as they build their skills in musical theatre and improvised 
performance. 

Theatresports is alive and well at Sheldon College with 
our Year 12 and Year 10 teams making the Semi Final and 
Quarter final of the Qld Youth Theatresports Challenge. 
These improvising actors have performed many times on 
assembly during the year and are a crowd favourite. 
There is a strong culture of improvising throughout the 
entire program and this has exciting and beneficial  
application in all areas of the Drama program.

2019 Highlights
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Australian School of the Arts (ASTA) Report (continued)

Film, Television and New Media/Media Studies 

Performance Music

2019 has been another year packed with performing 
opportunities and successes for our Performance Music 
students:

The year started with our annual College Cooee in March, 
which was attended by a large number of students and 
families.  Families enjoyed a variety of rides and food 
options throughout the evening, whilst enjoying the sounds 
of our entertainer - Nashville based alumna, Kodey Brimms; 
the students of our Dixieland Band and our very own staff 
band “The Mt Cotton Pickers”.

Drumline students took part in the annual community 
ANZAC Day March through Cleveland.

The Musical Band (made up entirely of students from 
Years 9 – 12) performed the Broadway score of “Hairspray” 
for the six performances of our Senior College Musical at 
Redlands Performing Arts Centre in May. 

Our annual Jazz Night, held at the Grand View Hotel in 
April, was a well-attended and thoroughly entertaining 
evening and a lovely way to finish Term 1. 

Symphonic Winds participated in the Queensland Youth 
Music Awards in April and was awarded 3rd place for their 
performance.

Our annual “Night At The Movies” Concert in June, featured 
performances by most of our Senior Ensembles and Vocal 
Groups. 

Our annual Instrumentalist Showcase was held in the  
Performing Arts Theatre on Friday 19 July.
The performances from twenty of our best musicians were 
outstanding and thoroughly enjoyed by the audience.

Our annual vocal recital, One Voice, was held in the 
Performing Arts Theatre on Monday 22 July. Following a 
rigorous audition process, twenty of our strongest vocal 
students relished their opportunity to present repertoire of 
their own choice to an appreciative audience. 

Our Big Band, Dixieland Band, Stage Band and Symphonic 
Winds attended the Brisbane City Bands Festival in the 
Queen Street Mall, where our Big Band was awarded the 
Most Outstanding Jazz Group of the week-long  
competition.

Senior Drumline students were again invited to perform at 
the EKKA in August. The students put on a great show and 
had spectators actively participating.

In August our Big Band students attended the Essentially 
Ellington Big Band Festival. Their performance was  
adjudicated by a Jazz at Lincoln Centre adjudicator from 
the USA.  After their performance, they participated in   
a private workshop with their adjudicator.

Our Dixieland Band, Big Band and Soul Band played at the 
Royal Queensland Yacht Squadron 135th Sailing Season 
Opening Day at Manly on 31 August. This event was  
presided over by the Governor General of Queensland and 
well attended by the sailing fraternity and general public. 

810 students were selected for the State Honours  
Ensemble Program, 48 students were selected for the 
State Honours Middle School Ensemble Program and 26 
students were selected for the State Honours Primary 
School Ensemble Program.

Outstanding results were achieved at the Queensland 
and Australian Percussion Eisteddfod and the Redlands 
Eisteddfod throughout July and August. 

• Percussion Ensemble I – 1st Place Qld Eisteddfod  
and 1st Australian Percussion Eisteddfod

• Percussion Ensemble II – 1st Place Qld Eisteddfod 
and 2nd Place Australian Percussion Eisteddfod

• Percussion Ensemble III – 1st Place Qld Eisteddfod

• Percussion Ensemble IV – 3rd Place Qld Eisteddfod

• Drumline I – 2nd Place Drumming Battles and 3rd 
Place Set Piece Category Australian Percussion 
Eisteddfod

• Pizzicato Strings – 2nd Place Redlands Eisteddfod

Visual Art 

Highlights in the Visual Art arena this year have included:

Jess Childs (Year 12) was shortlisted for the prestigious 
Queensland Creative Generations Award.

The ASTA Fine Art Exhibition showcasing work from our 
Art Stars Programs, was once again held in ArtScapes.  
It featured works from Year 1 through to Year 12 and was 
well supported by contributors, outside organisations, the 
parent body and tutors. 
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 The Senior Art Exhibition, presented the best work from our 

Year 9 to Year 12 Visual Art students and was equally well 
supported by the student body, families and friends.

Arts Stars Junior and Middle were run once again as part 
of our ASTA Academy Program this year. Each term the 
budding young artists had the opportunity to create  
wonderful artworks culminating in a presentation of the 
work to family and friends in an end of term exhibition. 
This year our talented tutors included Kate Stimson,  
Julianne Herhold and Chris Lambert. 

Visual Art Incursions were again run for students in Years 
9 to 12: 

Year 9 students enjoyed learning different portrait making 
techniques with mixed media artists Deb Mostert and 
Domenica Hoare.

The Year 10 students also experienced a portrait making 
incursion this time painting acrylic on canvas with artists 

Gus Eggleton and Sophie McManus.

The Year 11 workshop concentrated on sculpture using 
found objects which was run by Carolyn Watson. 

While the Year 12’s worked on mixed media painting  
with Gloria Clay.

Arts Academy Awards 
Our 15th Annual Arts Academy Awards held on
21 September, was a phenomenal celebration of all things 
“Arts” at Sheldon College across the disciplines of Fine Art, 
Instrumental Music, Vocal Studies, Acting, Dance, Fashion 
and Costume Design and Film, Television and New Media. 

More than 200 students were involved in this year’s event, 
either as performers, members of the Band, Choir, Media, 
Sound, Lighting and Hospitality teams.
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As we approach the end of 2019, we can reflect on what 
an extraordinary year it was for our Primary and Secondary 
Sports Programs.  Within the sporting arena, we are very 
proud of the number of students participating across the 
variety of sports on offer here at the College.  Such high 
participation rates can in part be attributed to the  
dedication of our coaching staff and the focus we have  
on ensuring our programs provide an opportunity for every 
student to grow and improve within sport. 

This year, Sheldon College further cemented its  
reputation as the top school in the Junior TAS   
(The Associated Schools) and GBC (Greater Brisbane 
Conference) competitions. Our students represented the 
College with enthusiasm and pride, and challenged  
themselves both as individual performers and within their 
teams to achieve amazing results. The College achieved 
sensational results across the board and it has been   
a pleasure to host so many schools on the incredible  
sporting facilities we are so fortunate to have on our  
amazing campus.

Success continued beyond the Junior TAS and GBC
interschool competitions into the Bayside District arena. 
We were successful this year in claiming four of the six 
District Championship Carnivals: Primary and Secondary 
Cross Country; Secondary Track & Field; and Primary 
Swimming.

In addition, the College’s Basketball program continued to 
move from strength to strength as one of the strongest in 
the Brisbane Southern Districts Club Competition. At the 
end of 2018, our Open Girls Basketball team competed at 
the Australian School Championships in Melbourne, where 
they performed admirably and placed fifth in the Under 17 
Division 1 competition.  And this year, for the first time, 
Sheldon Basketball players will have the opportunity to 

compete internationally as part of our inaugural USA  
Basketball Tour. We wish these teams the best of luck.

Sheldon College teams also competed in a range of 
interschool tournaments this year, including the Champion 
Basketball School of Queensland tournament, the  
Queensland Volleyball Schools Cup, Vicki Wilson Shield 
Netball competition, Queensland Secondary Schools Team 
Tennis and Tennis Queensland’s Brisbane International 
Primary Schools Challenge.  We were delighted to see our 
students perform exceptionally well as individuals and 
within their teams in these competitions. 

A substantial number of Sheldon College students have 
again earned selection in representative teams in their 
chosen sports this year.  Large numbers of our students 
gained selection to represent Bayside District, with many 
going on to represent the Met East Region, Queensland 
and even Australia.

The success of Sheldon College Sport would not occur 
without the tireless contribution of the many staff,  
coaches, parents and volunteers involved. A special thank 
you must go to our Sports Administrator, Mrs Kerry Rilen, 
for her diligence and assistance in ensuring the Sports 
Office operates smoothly.  Other special mentions must  
be given to the following staff, who without their passion 
for coaching and achieving excellence, the results achieved 
would not be possible:

• Head Athletics Coach – Mr Ben Norton

• Head Swimming Coach – Mr Alex Jordan

• Head Tennis Coach – Mr Jake Alchin

• Basketball Co-ordinator – Mrs Judy Lane

• Head Coach, Touch Football Club – Mr Pat Carroll

Mrs Krista Quirk Miss Brogan Hunter
Head of Primary Sport Head of Secondary Sport

Sport Report



CELEBRATION OF EXCELLENCE REPORT 2019 • SHELDON COLLEGE 33

Sport Report

 
 

• Back-to-back-to-back trifecta claimed in winning all 
three Junior TAS Championship Carnivals (Swimming, 
Cross Country and Track & Field) for the third year in 
a row

• Winning the GBC Swimming, Cross Country and Track 
& Field Championships for the fifth year in a row

• Claiming 28 GBC team premierships and being 
crowned overall GBC Champion School

• Winning 4 of the 6 District Championship Carnivals: 
Primary and Secondary Cross Country; Secondary 
Track & Field; and Primary Swimming. 

• Entering 17 teams into the main season Southern 
Districts Basketball Competition 

• Claiming 4 main season Basketball Club Premierships 
(and 2 Runners-Up)

• Our Open Girls Basketball team claiming silver in 
Division 2 at the 2019 Champion Basketball School of 
Queensland tournament

2019 Highlights
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Mr David Savage
Director, Sheldon Academy of Sport

Sheldon Academy of Sport Report

The Sheldon Academy of Sport brings together the  
College’s professionally coached sports of Athletics  
(Cross Country and Track & Field), Swimming and Tennis, 
with the goal of providing unrivalled opportunities to enable 
students to reach their full sporting potential within the 
safe and supportive Sheldon College environment.

As you will discover in the highlights listed on the following 
page, 2019 has been a sensational year for the Academy, 
with fantastic high-level achievements underpinned by the 
continuing development work undertaken with the large 
numbers of young athletes engaged in our programs.

One look at Sheldon College will tell you all you need to 
know about the world-class facilities available to students 
involved in Sheldon Academy of Sport programs, though 
of course it is the quality of our coaching staff, and their 
ability to relate to the students in their care, that is again 
central to our success.

We look forward to progressing even further in the  
years ahead.

Jamie Jack

Mr Ben Norton with Kalani LangOur Orange Ball Tennis Team
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• Kalani Lang winning Silver in the Under 18 Boys’ 800m 
while representing Australia at the Oceania Track & 
Field Championships.

• Jamie Jack winning three national swimming titles – 
50m Freestyle at Swimming Australia’s Age Nationals 
in Adelaide and 50m Freestyle and 100m Freestyle at 
School Sport Australia’s National Championships in 
Melbourne.

• Eleven Sheldon College students representing  
Queensland at the National Cross Country  
Championships, where Lachlan Cornelius won Gold  
in the Under 16 Boys’ race.

• Max Hooper (Steeplechase) and Kalani Lang (800m) 
claiming individual medals at Athletics Australia’s 
National Championships in Sydney.

• Millie Rae representing Queensland at the School 
Sport Australia National Swimming Championships, 
where she placed fifth in the final of the 10 Year Girls’ 
50m Butterly.

• Our young Tennis program producing its first Tennis 
Queensland Super 10s selections in Lachlan Harriden, 
Jake Spurrell and Acalia Shamim, and its first  
Metropolitan East Under 12 representative   
in Noah Kim.

• Our Head Athletics Coach, Mr Ben Norton, being  
selected by Athletics Australia to coach Australia’s 
team at the 2019 Oceania Track & Field   
Championships. 

• Sheldon College awarded Tennis Queensland’s ‘Most 
Outstanding School’ at the (end of) 2018 Queensland 
Tennis Awards.

• Our Secondary Girls’ Cross Country team being 
crowned Queensland Champions before placing 

second in Australia in their quest to qualify for the 
2020 World All Schools Cross Country Championships 
in Slovakia.

• Sheldon College qualifying to compete at the state 
finals of the Brisbane International Primary Schools 
Tennis Challenge in all three divisions (Red Ball,  
Orange Ball and Green Ball), with our young Orange 
Ball team claiming Bronze. 

• Sheldon Academy of Sport athletes claiming   
13 medals (4 Gold, 4 Silver and 5 Bronze) at the  
Queensland Athletics State Championships.

• Sheldon College ranked the number one   
co-educational P-12 school at the Queensland All 
Schools Cross Country Championships for the fifth 
year in a row; and ranked the number two secondary 
school in the state at both the Queensland All Schools 
Cross Country and Cross Country Relay   
Championships.

• Sheldon College teams winning two Bronze medals 
in the state finals of the Queensland Athletics Nitro 
Schools Challenge (and finishing fourth in Australia 
at the end of 2018 Nitro Schools Challenge national 
finals in Cairns).

• Coaching our interschool Swimming, Cross Country 
and Track & Field teams to historic back-to-back-to-
back clean sweeps of all six Junior TAS and Greater 
Brisbane Conference (GBC) Championship Carnivals, 
along with four of the six District Championship 
Carnivals.

• Significant upgrades undertaken to the Sheldon 
College Fitness Centre (Gym) to enable even more 
effective Strength and Conditioning services to be 
available to our athletes.

2019 Highlights
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Year 12 Bronze Awards
Adriaan Breytenbach, Tom Collis, Sebastian Crisini, Koby Geppert-Eadie, Hannah James, Kyla Johnson, Isabella Kregar,  
Matthew Mather, Ethan Schofield, Cody Sharpe, George Slade, Thomas Sultana, Cori Tadema-Kruger, Ellen Warner,   
Georgia Wruck.

Year 12 Silver Awards
April Beak, Scott Chamberlain, Debby Chien, Joshua Church, Madison De Luca, Caitlin Deck, Jean-Luc Fuller, Jye Halliwell, 
Liam Henry, Callum Jones, Bence Major, Emily Russell, Kristopher Toombs, Alexandra Wishart.

Year 12 Gold Awards
Jessye Ager, Jessica Childs, Benjamin Chuc, Ophelia Doughty, Maddison Evans, Mikayla Farnsworth-Sempf, Brett Fernandes, 
Taige Hooper, Rachel Howse, Rachel Lawie, Gracie McClintock, Catalina Meldrum, Adam Millar, Zoe Moran, Madhuri Pillai, 
Jenna Rainbird, Felix Van Vugt, Lara Whitlock, Alice Wilson, Laura Woods, Mikayla Yates.

Celebration of Excellence Honour Roll 2019

Senior College Awards Year 12 Award Recipients

Senior College Dux
Richard Bahrett

Subject Excellence
Ancient History ................................................. Madhuri Pillai
Biology .............................................................. Rachel Lawie
Business Management..................................... Jenna Rainbird
Chemistry . ....................................................... Richard Bahrett
Dance  .............................................................. Jenna Rainbird
Drama  .............................................................. Jean-Luc Fuller
Economics ........................................................ Lara Whitlock
English .............................................................. Jenna Rainbird
Film, Television and New Media ....................... Jessica Childs
Geography ........................................................ Catalina Meldrum
Health Education .............................................. Caitlin Deck
Information Processing and Technology ......... Jessica Childs
Legal Studies  ................................................... Taige Hooper
Mathematics A ................................................. Jye Halliwell
Mathematics B ................................................. Richard Bahrett
Mathematics C ................................................. Richard Bahrett
Modern History  ................................................ Maddison Evans
Music ................................................................ Alice Wilson
Music Extension ............................................... Richard Bahrett
Physical Education ........................................... Rachel Howse
Physics ............................................................. Richard Bahrett
Technology Studies .......................................... Jye Halliwell
Visual Art  ......................................................... Jessica Childs

Senior College Citizenship Award
Mikayla Yates

Caltex All Rounder Award
Rachel Howse

Australian Defence Force Long Tan 
and Team Work Awards
Year 10 Long Tan & Team Work Awards –
Jared Smith

Year 12 Long Tan & Team Work Awards –
Jenna Rainbird

Outstanding School-Based 
Apprentice/Trainee
Andrew Sutton
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Year 11 Bronze Awards
Sian Brock, Emma Callaghan, Miguel Costa Teixeira, Benjamin Dixon, Claire Durick, Kaitlyn Evans, Jessica Hoban, Ashleigh 
Horsfield, Bianca Ibrahim, Isabella Lee, Ebony McCartney, Benjamin McCloskey, Callum Moore, Claire Murden, Ebony Rayner, 
Elani Richardson, Alicia Rogers, Kara Ryan, Holly Turner, Alexander Vyner.

Year 11 Silver Awards
Samuel Bowden, William Bye, Ian Eilander, Waldo Fourie, Isabella Harris, Tiana Hinschen, Mikayla Hoekwater, Leahrose Hooper, 
Lauren Hunter, Lara Jones, Georgia Lane, Paige Loveday, Sinead McBrien, Sarah Millar, Trent Neilson, Grace Newlands, Joshua Pinti, 
Ella Rhodes, Crispin Swartz, Caitlin Wehl, Lara Wilson, Alekzander Zwolsman.

Year 11 Gold Awards
Madison Bennett, Eloise Harder, Robert Humphrey, Jamie Jack, Sigrid Mather, Lauren Nichols, Imogen Parker, Chloe Turner,  
Phoebe Vallance, Riley Whitlock, Hunter Whitlock.

Year 11 Award Recipients

Academic Excellence
Harry Towner

Subject Excellence
Accounting ....................................................... Lauren Nichols
Biology .............................................................. Lauren Nichols
Chemistry ......................................................... Harry Towner
Chinese ............................................................. Phoebe Vallance
Design .............................................................. Caitlin Wehl
Digital Solutions ............................................... Hunter Whitlock
.......................................................................... Riley Whitlock
Drama ............................................................... Alexander Vyner
Economics ........................................................ Harry Towner
English .............................................................. Paige Loveday 
Film, Television and New Media ....................... Grace Newlands
General Mathematics ....................................... Eloise Harder
Geography ........................................................ Junghyuk Lee
Legal Studies .................................................... Lauren Nichols
Literature .......................................................... Sigrid Mather 
.......................................................................... Sarah Millar
Mathematical Methods .................................... Harry Towner
Modern History ................................................. Paige Loveday
Music ................................................................ Sigrid Mather
Physical Education ........................................... Mikayla Hoekwater
Physics ............................................................. Hunter Whitlock
Specialist Mathematics .................................... Hunter Whitlock
Visual Art .......................................................... Phoebe Vallance
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Year 10 Bronze Awards
Jasper Baker, Harrison Chuc, Lynsey Deakin, Charlie Garside, Georgia Harris, Rhiannon Hill, Breckin Hockings, Angus Larnach, 
Mert Manli, Gianni Marshall, Zachary Martin, William Olufson, Ella Pryde, Nicholas Robinson, Jack Seccombe, Aimee Stevens, 
Lara Walker, Alison Wu, Richard Wu.

Year 10 Silver Awards
Taylah Ashcroft, Jackson Bailey, Danielle Bayes, Camryn Beaumont, Ava Bevis, Rebecca Carmichael, Talia Chapman,   
Nicholas Fisher, Caitlin Fraser, Sinadee Gamage, Elke Hamson, Samuel Heeremans, Clay Hitchcock, Maddison Kickert,  
Mia Madsen, Kelli Oldfield, Magnus Prain, Shahnoz Sharifova, Ryan Stocker, Jessica Thomsen, Raasi Venkatesh,   
Timothy Vernon, Aleksija Vuksan, Lefan Wang, Alana Warner, Gabrielle Wearne-Norman, Kaitlyn Williams, Emily Witt.

Year 10 Gold Awards
Keeleigh Anderson, Lian Baker, Madelize Breet, Lauren Butler, Georgia D’Arcy, Kaelan Durham, Ashley Edgar, Jade Ferguson,  
Liam Forbes, Allison Heng, Natalia Hines, Innis Hooper, Sabrina Lawson, Kaela Lowry, Ambrus Major, Hayden McKillop,  
Sophie Moman, Ashleigh Mullins, Riley Niven, Taine Rossini, Sarah Schramm, Amity Sharpe, Zunairah Sinha, Jared Smith,  
Kayden Swanson, Lauren Taylor, Sam Trotter, Shea Unwin, Isabel Williams.

Year 10 Award Recipients

Academic Excellence
Lachlan Andrews

Subject Excellence

Celebration of Excellence Honour Roll 2019 (continued)

Advanced Mathematics ................................... Taine Rossini
Business Education .......................................... Allison Heng
Chinese ............................................................. Camryn Beaumont
Core Mathematics ............................................ Rhiannon Hill
Dance ............................................................... Natalia Hines
Design and Technologies ................................. Jackson Bailey
Digital Technologies ......................................... Kaelan Durham
Drama ............................................................... Natalia Hines
English .............................................................. Kaelan Durham
Health and Physical Education ........................ Jared Smith
Humanities Geography ..................................... Danielle Bayes
Humanities History .......................................... Madelize Breet
Media Studies ................................................... Timothy Vernon
Music ................................................................ Sarah Schramm
Science ............................................................. Riley Niven
Visual Art .......................................................... Zunairah Sinha
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Year 9 Bronze Awards
Matthew Ariel, Kye Bailey, Genevieve Baker, Oliver Blomberg, Charlotte Chamberlain, Oscar Cornelius, Paige Evans, Riley Eves, 
Max Garside, Mia Harris, Kai Haynes, Ruby Hill, Max Hooper, Drais Jackson, Lara Lambert, Sarah Lergessner, Sasha Lothian, 
James MacDonald, Tahlia McCloskey, Mostyn Mitchell, Lily Monteret, Jett Newton Kely, Tiani Nichols, Ella Peters, Hayden Rayner, 
Chuan Shi, Elise Smith, Luke Stachowicz, Sinéad Swartz, Bonnie Taylor, Georgia Tennant, Brian Tsai, Lucy Vallance,   
Samuel Van Aken, Siying Zhou.

Year 9 Silver Awards
Trace Boland, Anton Bull, Casey Cooper, Madeleine Dugdale, Brooke Dunford, Kirsten Fraser, Abbee Gosley-Fuller, Grace Hamilton, 
Jasper Hamilton, Rebecca Harman, Cody Hawkins, Amaya Johnson, Holly Jones, Cooper Jones, Lila Joubert, David Kehoe,  
Brayden Kirby, Summer Lees, Alexander Leggatt, Emma McManimm, Clare Monk, Jessica Moore, Thomas Neale, Cameryn Phillips, 
Jasdeep Renny, Taylor Sankey, Ella Schliebs, Milly Slade, Bethany Smith, Maia Steele-Alston, Joshua Thompson, Isabelle Treasure, 
Olivia van Gool, Nelson Wu, Jin Wu, Lara Zambelli.

Year 9 Gold Awards
Ashley Barrett, Ashleigh Bennett, Rian Brennan, Ella Broadby, Daniela Costa Teixeira, Acacia Damms, Phoebe Hall, Alivia Hollis, 
Brandon Keel, Sion Kim, Danielle Macaulay, Kaya Richardson, Sophie Smith, Isabella Sopp.

Year 9 Award Recipients

Academic Excellence
Noor Ezzat Sarakeby
Lehan Ling

Subject Excellence
Business Education .......................................... Daniela Costa Teixeira
Chinese ............................................................. Siying Zhou
Dance ............................................................... Olivia van Gool
Design and Technologies ................................. Brandon Keel
Drama ............................................................... Olivia van Gool
English .............................................................. Sion Kim
Health and Physical Education ........................ Kye Bailey
Humanities Geography  .................................... Lehan Ling
Humanities History .......................................... Ashleigh Bennett
Ideas ................................................................. Ella Broadby
Mathematics .................................................... Sion Kim
Media Studies ................................................... Lily Monteret
Music ................................................................ Lehan Ling
Science ............................................................. Phoebe Hall
Visual Art .......................................................... Amaya Johnson
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Celebration of Excellence Honour Roll 2019 (continued)

Year 8 Bronze Awards
Paige Allen, Paige Anderiesz, Sophie Bowden, Blaise Bradley, Rielly Chapman, Angus Chou, Dylan Cowley, Cooper Duncan,  
Travis Goddaer, Jazlin Goodhew, Mia Harvey, Kaedon Hoekwater, Alex Hooker, Amy Kepper, Noah Kubenk, Hamish Larnach,  
Jordan MacDonald, Tom Mancini, Zephyr Marlin, Shae Marshall, Coby McGill, Ashira Mead, Pavneet Nijjar, Stefan Parnreiter,  
Jack Richards, Amir Sharifov, Liam Smith, Rhys Swanson, Mikel Tokiyawa, Freddie Watmough, Jordan Westerberg, Tayla Zipp.

Year 8 Silver Awards
Charlie Banks, Imogen Belford, Noah Bevis, Kai Brooks, Oliver Buscke, Thomas Kelly, Exodus Lale, Madeline Lano, David Markus 
Munoz, Amelia McDonald, Elise McKillop, Victoria Morrison, Ruby-Summer Peat, Daniel Renouf, Sommer Sylvester,   
Symantha Turner, Olivia Ward, Ella Wilson, Madison Witt, Derrick Yu, Yuming Zhang.

Year 8 Gold Awards
Zoe Beith, Brodie Blaser, Edward Boniface, Jacques Breet, Zane Colefax, Zara De Nichilo, Trey Durham, Matthew Durick,  
Noah Farrell, Isabella Forsyth, Georgia Hunt, Tatum Longhurst, Conor McCreath, Hannah Monk, Timothy Morante, Jada Nayef, 
Drew Neilson, Jacob Palmer, Anais Pink, Chloe Pudney, Lucy Schooth, Niketa Spicer, Jacob Stead, Jacob Telford,   
Jemma Thompson, Zoe Trott, Indiana Turner, Olivia Wells, Lily Wigan, Bryson Williams, Amber Wu.

Middle College Awards Year 8 Award Recipients

Middle College Dux
Jasmin Lane

Subject Excellence

Middle College Citizenship Award
Zoe Beith 

Chinese ............................................................. Yangyang Cao
.......................................................................... Jacques Breet
Dance ............................................................... Elise McKillop
Drama ............................................................... Jacob Telford
English .............................................................. Jacob Stead
Health and Physical Education ........................ Lucy Schooth
Humanities ....................................................... Timothy Morante
Mathematics .................................................... Jacob Stead
Media Studies ................................................... Jacob Stead
Music ................................................................ Zoe Beith
Science ............................................................. Isabella Forsyth
Technologies .................................................... Jasmin Lane
Visual Art .......................................................... Shae Marshall



CELEBRATION OF EXCELLENCE REPORT 2019 • SHELDON COLLEGE 41

 
 

Year 7 Bronze Awards
Isabella Batista, Portia Boland, Jack Galamaga, Sophie Hamilton, Claire Harris, Joshua Herman, Clay Hiron, Lilli Howard,  
James Joubert, Rogan Keel, Emily Koina, Max Langdon, Ryan Loi, Matthew Maher, Mia Monteret, Mia Peupelmann,   
Erynveer Sachdeva, Zach Schofield, Luke Wills.

Year 7 Silver Awards
Taj Bell, Riley Charlton, Sebastian Hines, Storm Lees, Charlotte Lowson, Ryder Mabb, Priya Maxwell, Tayla McFarlane, Ella Noble, 
Dylan Pinti, Joshua Pryde, Jack Richardson, Tiani Sassen, Jessie Shearer, Jacob Stachowicz, Campbell Stocker, Darcie Young.

Year 7 Gold Awards
Samantha Aurisch, Joshua Baladi, Riley Bennett, Jo Chang, Clarisse Deck, Shana Gao, Talei Godbold, Miller Haberfield,  
William Hamilton, Kirra Hamson, Rhea Hsueh, Arya Iyer, Stephanie Kenny, Isabella Kenny, Abby Kubenk, Meg MacDonald,  
Gregory MacNair, Flynn Mather, Isla McCreath, Kelsey Mentz, Lilly Montgomery, Reece Morgan, Lucy Norman, William O’Donovan, 
Mackenzie Olney, Maiya Patel, Katie Renouf, Keana Roth, Piper Rudge, Jade Scullion, Hannah Spink, Luke Strader,   
Thomas Sullivan, Sophie Thomsen, Regan Turner, Zoe Vallance, Talia Van Aken.

Year 7 Award Recipients

Academic Excellence
Dexter Williams

Subject Excellence
Chinese ............................................................. Stephanie Kenny
Dance ............................................................... Priya Maxwell
Drama ............................................................... Mia Monteret
English .............................................................. Luke Strader
Health and Physical Education ........................ Jade Scullion
Humanities ....................................................... Jade Scullion
.......................................................................... Arya Iyer
Mathematics .................................................... William Hamilton
.......................................................................... Talia Van Aken
Media Studies ................................................... Gregory MacNair
Music ................................................................ Sophie Thomsen
Science ............................................................. William Hamilton
Technologies .................................................... Lucy Norman
Visual Art .......................................................... Jade Scullion
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Celebration of Excellence Honour Roll 2019 (continued)

Year 6 Award Recipients
Liam Benge, Anna Binder, Charlotte Boniface, Berke Candemir, David Chiu, Sienna Coates, Ryan De Nichilo, Mackenzie Dixon, 
Maddison Dodd, Angus Drury, Mikayla Dunford, Suzannah Dwyer-Frost, Michael Gol, Harlan Goode, Christian Haller, Lana Harris, 
Shengming Huang, Ella Johnson, Noah Kim, Eva Lashand, Jayden Lau, Jaden Lee, Shin-Ting Lin, William Logan, Jacob Logan, 
Darci Longhurst, Holly Mainwaring, Meg Mather, Ruby Mather, Paige Mauer, Vania Mead, Madison Meares, Isabella Mirkovic,  
Abida Mohmood, James Monk, Chloe Morgan, Gansan Mou, Grace Needham, Lara Neilson, Zoe Oliver, Monique Parsons,  
Kyla Pavey, Charlotte Purdey, Chelsea Ross, Vinay Saravana Ruban, Mia Schliebs, Angela Seager, Tiana Smiley, Dominic Smith,  
Eva Smith, Ryan Snell, Kaleb Spicer, Sienna Spurrell, Baxter Swain, Clare Thompson, Madeleine Trouchet, Luka Wegner,   
Charles Williams, Olivia Wu.

Year 5 Award Recipients
Morgan Baldwin, Georgia Banks, Estelle Blacklow, Ethan Blaser, Jemma Butler, Macklin Campbell, Jett Colburn, Jack Coleman, 
Lorelei Colquhoun, Gabriella Cumming, Shanesse del Valle, Katerina Dugdale, Sarah Gibb, William Gol, Evangeline Goodfellow, 
Armand Hamilton, Annabelle Harvey, Ayla Hinton, Rishab Jawajiwar, William Jones, Oliver Kemp, Olivia Kenny, Gemma Kung,  
Tabitha Leaney, Morgan Leather, Byron Lemin, Harrison Lihan, Colin Lu, Madeline Mackay, Diara Maistry, Abigail Marta,  
Cooper McFaul, Amy Morante, Pradyun Nayakineni, Henry Needham, Belle Norton, Jacob Nunn, Mia O’Brien, Imogen Olney, 
Simran Patel, Summer Peupelmann, Zach Piket, Kobe Preece, Callum Prowse, Siena Reece-Anderson, Laura Ridge,   
Isobel Robertson-Hoy, Amelia Rotert, Eitan Roth, Samantha Seager, Acalia Shamim, Victoria Simon, Alexander Smith,   
Samantha Spink, Nicholas Strufe, Maddison Sturgess, Noelle Swanson, Shen Tsai, Kaitlin Volker, Keightley Walsh,   
Harrison Ward, Jack West, Delilah Williams, Wren Wilson, Yi-Jun Yang, Lucas Young.
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Celebration of Excellence Honour Roll 2019 
Arts Academy Awards

Actor of the Year
Jean-Luc Fuller

Actress of the Year
Kyla Johnson

Classical Instrumentalist of the Year
Richard Bahrett

Contemporary Instrumentalist of the Year
Jenna Rainbird

Female Vocalist of the Year
Ellen Warner

Male Vocalist of the Year
Exodus Lale

Dancer of the Year
April Beak

2D Multi Media Artist of the Year
Jessica Childs

Interdisciplinary Media Artist of the Year
Maya Peters

Technical Producer of the Year
Grace Newlands

Director of the Year
Clara MacGregor

Best Emerging Artist of the Year
Angelina Bourke

Gold Award
Kyla Johnson

Middle College Cultural Award
Jacob Telford

Senior College Cultural Award
Jenna Rainbird

ASTA Award for Excellence
Ella Monteret
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